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2026 Brings New ldeas to Tillamook County Historical Society * by Lisa Sears, President

The new year is bringing new projects and new energy to the Tillamook County
Historical Society.We are breathing new life into exploring the history of our
county with a variety of new activities.

2024-25 brought a partnership with the Tillamook Coast Visitor’s Association to
produce the latest volume in a notable guide series called 25 Historic Sites Along
the Tillamook Coast.You'll find the companion map on the home page of our
website. Clicking on the locations on the map will bring up a side panel with the
entire contents of the book.

In another project, the cemetery group coordinated with the Oregon Commis-
sion on Historic Cemeteries and SOLVE, a nonprofit recognized for their volunteer-driven environmental
stewardship, to sponsor 2024 and 2025 spring cleanups at the Bay City Cemetery.

The historical society also worked together with the Boy Scout Alumni Association to run a special book
printing, which provided their members with copies of Life at a Pioneer Homestead on the Pacific Ocean,
by Rex Chamberlain.The book describes the homestead, which later became the Boy Scout Camp
Meriwether.

2026 is set to also bring many exciting activities to Tillamook.Work is in progress for a new edition of Dr.
Huckleberry’s story of pioneer medicine in Garibaldi, as well as a new edition of Hub Miller’s book, Adven-
tures of an Oregon Country Boy. A second edition of Historical Markers of Tillamook County may also be
in the works soon.

One of our primary objectives is the placing of informative signs on historically significant buildings and
sites. This year we're expanding that mission by introducing the Tillamook County Historic Sites Project
and inviting community engagement.Watch for announcements on our website and elsewhere soon!

We also just received a grant from the Tillamook County Cultural Coalition for the Preserving Voices
Project. In partnership with the Tillamook County Pioneer Museum, we will be digitizing fifty oral history
cassette tapes recorded from 1975 to 2000. Once the project is completed, the digitized narratives will be
available to be listened to at the TCPM Research Library.

Al of our book titles are available in our website bookstore. They are also offered at local booksellers
such as the Tillamook Pioneer Museum and Tillamook Forest Center, as well as bookselling events like the
July Clover’s Day Celebration and Holiday and Spring Bazaars at the Fairgrounds.

Cemetery headstone restoration is the passion of a number of our members, who are currently working
on the Bay City IOOF cemetery.A special cleaning technique is being used to clean the headstones. Pavers
and plaques are being placed on previously unidentified grave sites.Work is being done through a gener-
ous contribution by the Aufdermaurer family. Information on finding graves around Tillamook County and
nationally is available on the phone app, Find a Grave.

We have completed the collection of historical photos placed on buildings in Cloverdale.A walking tour
brochure is available at the Pacific City branch of the Tillamook County Library and can be downloaded
from the Cloverdale page of our website.A historical walking tour brochure of downtown Tillamook can
also be downloaded from our website.

The Tillamook County Historical Society was founded in 1984 to bring together those persons interested
in preserving the history of Tillamook County.We invite your participation and membership in our vibrant
organization!

Follow us at https:/tillamookhistory.org and contact us at tillamookhistory@gmail.com




March 21, 2026, the TCHS paid a visit
to the Historic U.S. Coast Guard
Boathouse, nine years after our first

a TCHS member, graciously set up the

event and it was a resounding success.

Between the lively patter and rope

tricks of Steve Demming and the quiet, otherworldly tales associated with
the old building by Jay Harrison, you couldn’t have had a better day or
better docents. About twenty people learned the history of this maritime
treasure and local Coast Guard history, with even the weather behaving.
Thank you, Kathy Bean and Kathy Jensen for helping.
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WHAT STORIES ARE WAITING TO BE TOLD?

A new occasional feature of the TCHS newsletter, highlighting those who have come before us.Thank you
to the Historical Society Cemetery folks who lovingly restore these final resting places.

Barb Aufdermauer was curious about the man

located under the rhododendron bush.
(The photo to the left shows the marker after cleaning. now visible.)

Henry Clay Richards was born in October
of 1892 in Brownsville, Linn Co, Oregon and
passed on in February of 1972 in Tillamook.
His father was Elias Samuel Richards born in
Wales in 1841, his mother was Elizabeth Susan
(Armsdon) Richards born 1851 in Fort Hall the
Oregon Territory. He had five siblings and he
completed the seventh grade. Henry enlisted in
the US Army on May 30,1918, and was dis-
charged as a Private on February 28, 1919.

He was married twice. His first wife was Anna
Van Buskirk. They had one child, Lloyd Allen
Richards, who passed in 1988 from a stroke.
The Richards Family lived in Chehalis, Washing-
ton when his son was born. Henry was 25 and
his occupation is listed as a laborer.

He and Anna divorced and in 1920, he married
Rosa F. King. This was the second marriage for both. At that time Henry and “Rosie” lived in
Forest Grove, Oregon. In the 1920 census he and Rosa were living in Tillamook. It appears
that Henry and Rosa lived in an apartment, where for some time she was the manager and
had quite a lot of “roomers.” When Henry was 27, his occupation was listed as a carpenter’s
helper, at 36, he worked in a sawmill. At 56, his occupation was listed as a sheet sweeper.

| felt that was an error, as it is stated that he worked for the city, so | gave him the benefit of
the doubt that he was a street sweeper, working 52 hours a week. Henry and Rosa had no
children. Rosa passed in 1990 and is buried alongside him in the Bay City IOOF Cemetery.

As a side note: The Tillamook Historical Society has a “cemetery committee” which is composed of
several members. During the summer you may see us at any Tillamook County cemetery, compiling
GPS coordinates of grave markers and posting to the Find A Grave website; creating grave markers
for those that are not identified. We clean the gravestones and as some of us just plain love to dig in
the dirt, we trim shrubs, gather debris, edge, etc. One thing we have learned is don’t plant a shrub in
a cemetery plot.That cute little shrub grows and has a pretty good root system that is detrimental to
grave markers, cement curbing or concrete covering on grave plots.

Hope you enjoyed our first article!

EDITOR: A correction to the January newsletter story by Kathy Jensen, entitled “A Donation Circles Back,”
the lawyer that actually helped was Christopher Kittell from Albright and Kittell Attorneys instead of C Ray
Johnson.



TILLAMOOK COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Tillamook County Historical Society became a 501(c)3 in 1984 to bring together those persons interested in
preserving the history of Tillamook County. TCHS is exploring new ways to reach out to people for 2026.

Our meetings are usually on the second Tuesday of the month, at 1 p.m.,, at the Tillamook Main Library.

Keep checking on our Facebook page for updates.

We are a separate organization from the Tillamook County Pioneer Museum and the Tillamook Pioneer Association,
concentrating on doing a number of projects such as placing historic plaques, conducting historical tours, printing
books about local history and producing a semi-annual newsletter with local history topics and upcoming events.
Annual dues are $20.00 for Family Membership.

If you would like to keep receiving this newsletter, please make sure your dues are paid for the current year.
We will be dropping those who are more than a year behind from the mailing list. Thank you.

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOUR EMAIL HAS CHANGED!

. Watch for updates on meetings and events on THIS NEWSLETTER IS SPONSORED BY

' our facebook page. THE AUFDERMAUER FAMILY
I www.facebook.com/tillamookcountyhistoricalsociety/
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